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FY27 New Mexico Food Pathways Program Letter of Intent 

Submittable Application Questions 

Section 1: Organization Information 

• Organization Name
• Organization Type

� Nonprofit 
� For-profit 
� Tribal entity 
� Cooperative 
� Government entity 

• Physical Address
• Primary Contact Name
• Primary Contact Title
• Primary Contact Email
• Primary Contact Phone
• Select the County the organization operates in.

Section 2: Eligibility 

Select all areas in which your organization is involved in healthy food retail. 

� Grocery store/rural food retailer 
� Small/independent food market 
� Farmers market offering consistent access and staple food access 
� Food cooperative 
� Corner store/small-format retailer expanding healthy food offerings 
� Mobile market/community food access enterprise 
� Tribal food retail enterprise 
� Nonprofit food access organization operating retail or retail-supporting models 
� Food hub or aggregation entity that directly supply food retail outlets in underserved 

communities 
� Local government or community-based organization supporting food retail access 
� Other food enterprise that serves the food retail sector 

Priority may be given to projects serving rural, Tribal, frontier, or low-access communities and to 
applicants currently accepting SNAP benefits or actively pursuing SNAP authorization. 
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Identify the eligible project costs or activities that will be funded through this request. 
Select all that apply. 

� Walk-in coolers and freezers 
� Refrigeration and cold storage equipment 
� Produce display and merchandising systems 
� Shelving and storage systems that support retail food availability 
� Point-of-sale systems and SNAP-related equipment 
� Food safety and sanitation equipment and upgrades 
� Packaging or handling equipment used for retail-ready food preparation 
� Small-scale mobile retail infrastructure (e.g., mobile markets) 
� Delivery or last-mile equipment directly supporting retail food access 
� Electrical or plumbing upgrades strictly necessary for installation of eligible equipment 
� Minor, non-structural facility improvements required to install approved equipment in 

existing facilities 

Eligible Uses of Funds 

Eligible uses of funds include equipment and limited infrastructure investments that directly 
support healthy food retail access. All funded improvements must be directly tied to improving 
the availability, handling, or sale of healthy foods in retail or consumer-facing food access 
environments. 

Ineligible Uses of Funds 

Ineligible activities include: 

• Land acquisition 
• New building construction 
• Major structural renovations or facility expansion 
• Large-scale real estate development projects 
• Major site work (grading, drainage, foundational expansion) 
• Roof replacement or structural building upgrades not tied to equipment installation 
• General operating expenses unrelated to the approved project 
• Debt refinancing 
• Projects completed prior to grant agreement execution 
• Costs outside the approved project period 
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The FY27 New Mexico Food Pathways Program requires applicants to offer a diversity of 
staple foods as defined by USDA. What staple foods does applicant currently offer? 
Check all that apply. 

� Meat, Poultry, or Fish 
� Dairy 
� Breads, Cereals, or Grains 
� Vegetables or Fruits 
� Other 

Definition of Staple Foods 

Staple foods are essential components of a diet, typically prepared at home and consumed as 
meals. They do not include prepared or heated foods or accessory foods. The USDA defines 
staple foods primarily for the context of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), which aims to ensure access to nutritious food for low-income individuals and families. 

Categories of Staple Foods 

The USDA classifies staple foods into four main categories, each with specific requirements for 
retailers participating in SNAP: 

1. Meat, Poultry, or Fish: This category includes fresh, frozen, or canned meats, poultry, 
and fish products. 

2. Dairy: This includes milk, cheese, yogurt, and other dairy products. 

3. Breads, Cereals, or Grains: This category encompasses various types of bread, pasta, 
rice, and other grain products. 

4. Vegetables or Fruits: Fresh, frozen, canned, or dried fruits and vegetables fall under this 
category. 

If "Other" please describe. Responses are limited to 150 words. 
 
Projects will be given priority that offer, or intend to offer, a diversity of staple foods. What 
additional staple foods does applicant intend to offer by the end of the grant period? 
Check all that apply. 

� Meat, Poultry, or Fish 
� Dairy 
� Breads, Cereals, or Grains 
� Vegetables or Fruits 
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� Other 
� None 
� Not Applicable 

If "Other" please describe. Responses are limited to 150 words. 

Applicants must demonstrate operational readiness and the ability to complete the 
proposed project within the required implementation timeline. Can the applicant align the 
project timeline with the New Mexico Food Pathways Program grant funding availability? 

� Yes 
� No 

FY27 New Mexico Food Pathways Program Timeline: 

1. LOI opens July 1, 2026, and closes July 15, 2026. 
2. Invitations to apply and full application open July 22, 2026. 
3. Full application closes August 5, 2026. 
4. Target project implementation October 1, 2026 – March 31, 2027; final 

reimbursement due April 1, 2027. 

Section 3: Project Overview 

Project Title 

Funding Request. Select all that apply. 

� $25,000 
� $50,000 
� $100,000 

Applicants may express interest in one or more of the funding tiers. Only one funding tier may 
be awarded to each applicant. 

Would your organization need a Bridge Loan for the New Mexico Food Pathways Program 
reimbursable grant? 

� Yes 
� No 
� Maybe 

Select the category that best describes the project. 

� Food Retail 
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� Food Enterprise 

Food retail refers to a Retail Outlet that accepts benefits under the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) established under the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 USC 2011 
et seq.). Examples: 

� Grocery stores 
� Food Cooperatives 
� Farmers’ Markets 

Food enterprises are businesses or organizations along the food supply chain such as food 
hubs; food producers, distributors, processors, and manufacturers; commercial kitchens and 
food business incubators; mobile markets; and other direct to consumer markets. Food 
enterprises do not necessarily involve the direct sale of food to consumers. Examples: 

� Food hubs 
� Food producers, distributors, processors, and manufacturers 
� Commercial kitchens and food business incubators 
� Mobile markets 
� Other direct to consumer markets 

Project Overview Narrative: Provide a brief description of the proposed project, the 
community need being addressed, who will benefit, and how funding will be used. Limit: 
300 words 

Community Impact Narrative: Provide a brief description of the anticipated impact of the 
project, how the project will improve healthy food access, food systems, or economic 
opportunity, and why this project is important to the community. Limit: 300 words 

Section 4: Certification 

Applicant certifies that the information provided is accurate to the best of their 
knowledge, the organization is eligible to receive grant funding, and the organization 
understands that submission of an LOI does not guarantee an invitation to apply for New 
Mexico Food Pathways Program funding. 

� Yes 
� No 


