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Eligible Applicants

Eligible applicants include organizations and enterprises directly involved in healthy food
retail: including consumer/staple food What is a staple food? access, perishable foods.
Examples:

e Grocery stores and rural food retailers

e Smallandindependent food markets

e Farmers markets offering staple food access

e Food cooperatives

e Corner stores and small-format retailers expanding healthy food offerings

e Mobile markets and community food access enterprises

e Tribal food retail enterprises

¢ Nonprofit food access organizations operating retail or retail-supporting models

e Food hubs or aggregation entities that directly supply food retail outlets in
underserved communities

e Local governments and community-based organizations supporting food retail
access

Applicants must demonstrate operational readiness and the ability to complete the
proposed project within the required implementation timeline.

Priority may be given to projects serving rural, Tribal, frontier, or low-access communities
and to applicants currently accepting SNAP benefits or actively pursuing SNAP
authorization.

Eligible Uses of Funds

Eligible uses of funds include equipment and limited infrastructure investments that
directly support healthy food retail access, such as:

e Walk-in coolers and freezers
e Refrigeration and cold storage equipment

¢ Produce display and merchandising systems


https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/retailer/staple-foods

Shelving and storage systems that support retail food availability
Point-of-sale systems and SNAP-related equipment

Food safety and sanitation equipment and upgrades

Packaging or handling equipment used for retail-ready food preparation
Small-scale mobile retail infrastructure (e.g., mobile markets)

Delivery or last-mile equipment directly supporting retail food access

Electrical or plumbing upgrades strictly necessary for installation of eligible
equipment

Minor, non-structural facility improvements required to install approved equipment
in existing facilities

All funded improvements must be directly tied to improving the availability, handling, or

sale of healthy foods in retail or consumer-facing food access environments.

Ineligible Uses of Funds

Ineligible activities include:

Land acquisition

New building construction

Major structural renovations or facility expansion

Large-scale real estate development projects

Major site work (grading, drainage, foundational expansion)

Roof replacement or structural building upgrades not tied to equipment installation
General operating expenses unrelated to the approved project

Debt refinancing

Projects completed prior to grant agreement execution

Costs outside the approved project period

Interest on loans



