
 

 

April 8, 2026

FROM THE SECRETARY

From the beginning, our agency has had a simple mission: create a pathway
to prosperity for New Mexico families and help businesses thrive. That’s
what drives us. And now we have a visual identity that reflects those
strengths and values.

This week, we’re rolling out our new brand — Economic Development New
Mexico — a name and look that reflects our state’s evolving economy: tech-
driven, diverse, and built on strong partnerships that connect people to
opportunity.

It’s a fresh, modern look built on the same solid foundation. You’ll see that
same approach on our new website that launched this week. It’s clean,
streamlined, and much easier to navigate, helping you quickly find what you

need.

Making those connections is our priority, and we’ve been busy doing exactly that.
In our most recent quarterly JTIP report, 18 companies received $8 million in workforce support, helping
them hire, train, and upskill nearly 400 New Mexicans.

And last week, our Outdoor Recreation Division announced $1.9 million in Outdoor Equity Fund awards,
expanding access to outdoor programs for more than 22,000 young people — with half of those
programs serving youth in rural and Tribal communities.

So as we enter this next chapter with a new look and a new digital front door, our commitment remains
the same: connecting people, partnerships, and opportunities across New Mexico.

Rob Black 
Cabinet Secretary, NM Economic Development Department

 
NEWS

 
Award-winning logo and a fresh new look!
We’re excited to introduce our refreshed brand and new
website. Designed by 3 Advertising, the new logo reflects the
energy, innovation and opportunity driving New Mexico’s
economy. We’re also proud to share that the logo earned Best
of Show at the American Advertising Federation-New Mexico’s
ADDY Awards! 



Visit: Our newly designed website

Take a look at the new logo

 
Nearly 400 workers gaining new skills
through JTIP
Economic Development’s Job Training Incentive Program
approved funding for 18 companies to hire, train and upskill
398 workers in the first quarter of 2026. JTIP funding covers at
least 50% of trainee wages for up to six months, supporting
companies while workers gain valuable skills. This program
helps New Mexicans get good-paying jobs and builds a
stronger workforce across the state.

In the news: State awards up to $8 million to 18 New
Mexico companies for job training

Read the press release

 
Outdoor Equity Fund to get more than
22,000 youth outdoors 
New Mexico’s Outdoor Equity Fund is designed to expand
equitable access to outdoor opportunities for youth, particularly
from low-income and underserved communities. Economic
Development’s Outdoor Recreation Division recently awarded
$1.9 million across 62 programs to connect 22,000 youth to
outdoor programming. Helping youth experience the outdoors
fosters stewardship for New Mexico’s lands, waters, and
cultural heritage while connecting youth to career pathways in
the outdoors.

Learn more: New Mexico invests $1.9 million to expand
youth outdoor access

Read the press release

EDD OPPORTUNITIES

https://edd.newmexico.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18GTTAAeNJ/
https://www.krqe.com/news/new-mexico/state-awards-up-to-8-million-to-18-new-mexico-companies-for-job-training/amp/
https://www.krqe.com/news/new-mexico/state-awards-up-to-8-million-to-18-new-mexico-companies-for-job-training/amp/
https://www.edd.newmexico.gov/press-releases/new-mexico-invests-up-to-8m-to-train-398-workers/
https://newmexicosun.com/stories/681147303-new-mexico-invests-1-9-million-to-expand-youth-outdoor-access
https://newmexicosun.com/stories/681147303-new-mexico-invests-1-9-million-to-expand-youth-outdoor-access
https://edd.newmexico.gov/pr/new-mexico-invests-1-9-million-to-expand-youth-outdoor-access/


NM CreativeCon
March - June 2026

NM CreativeCon is a statewide celebration of New Mexico’s creative community. CreativeCon
brings together creative entrepreneurs, community partners and support organizations from
across the state to connect, learn and share ideas.

Events to be held on the following Saturdays throughout NM:

✓ March 7, Cavern Theater, Carlsbad (Thank you to all the participants!)
✓ March 28, Shuler Theater, Raton
April 11, El Morro Theater, Gallup
April 25, WNMU Fine Arts Theater, Silver City
May 30, Buffalo Thunder Casino, Pueblo of Pojoaque
June 6, National Hispanic Cultural Center, Albuquerque (statewide celebration)

Learn more and register at edd.newmexico.gov/CreativeCon

EDD GRANTS AND PROGRAMS

New Mexico Quantum Technologies Award
Funds early-stage companies working in quantum and quantum-enabling technologies.

Deadline: Apr 30 (5pm MT)
Learn more: edd.newmexico.gov/quantum-grants

https://edd.newmexico.gov/CreativeCon/
http://edd.newmexico.gov/
https://edd.newmexico.gov/quantum-grants/


Creative Industries Public Development Projects - Pre-Application
CID invites public entities to submit public development project concepts that support
creative industries. This is not a grant application. This pre-application phase allows public
entities time to plan and outline projects that may be considered in a future funding
opportunity anticipated in Fall 2026.

Deadline: Jun 30 (6 pm MT)
Review Period: Jul-Sep 2026
Grant Application Opens: Fall 2026
Learn more: edd.newmexico.gov/cid-grants

EDD CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Economic Development Coordinators

Regional rep for Catron, Doña Ana, Grant, Hidalgo, Luna, Sierra and Socorro
Counties - Job ID 162455 - Apply by Apr 10
Regional rep for Bernalillo, Torrance, and Valencia Counties - Job ID 162378 -
Apply by Apr 8

RESOURCE WRAP-UP

2nd Annual Space Race

We are thrilled to announce the 2026 Space
Race, hosted at the world’s first purpose-built
commercial spaceport! Whether you’re a
competitive athlete aiming for a 15K PR or a
family looking for a 5K mission, this is a one-of-
a-kind opportunity to experience Spaceport
America from the ground up.

📅 When: Saturday, May 9, 2026
📍 Where: Truth or Consequences, NM
👟 Distances: 15K, 10K, and 5K

Celebrate Mother’s Day weekend with us! We’re honoring all moms with flowers at
the finish line, and every participant will take home a custom Space Race shirt and
finisher’s medal. 🏅

Secure your spot at the gateway to space: https://lnkd.in/gjPUqzMF

 

For Businesses

Rolling deadlines and ongoing opportunities:
NM CERG (Clean Energy Resilience and
Growth)
New Mexico True Certified
Aggie I-Corps
NM REAP

Community & Nonprofit Resources

Rolling deadlines and ongoing opportunities:
Main Street America Small Business Hub
National Grassroots Organizing Grant
Program
Community Connect Program
Anderson Charitable Foundation Grants

https://edd.newmexico.gov/cid-grants/
https://edd.newmexico.gov/careers/
https://raceroster.com/events/2026/115172/space-race-presented-by-spaceport-america
https://lnkd.in/gjPUqzMF?trk=public_post-text
https://arrowheadcenter.nmsu.edu/program/nmcerg/index.html
https://arrowheadcenter.nmsu.edu/program/nmcerg/index.html
https://www.newmexico.org/new-mexico-true-certified/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=fy26DSA&adaracampaignid=22727977573&adarapixelid=359993&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22727977573&gbraid=0AAAAADRcBFxROBSI6hJecGG3lUkkQv-Ex&gclid=CjwKCAjw1tLOBhAMEiwAiPkRHowg_LF0xnRMcskIESsyaUdxPaZcDvGGHkT8yMKNxJ8I9JxDzgTQeBoCLmYQAvD_BwE
https://arrowheadcenter.nmsu.edu/program/aggie-i-corps/
https://arrowheadcenter.nmsu.edu/program/nm_reap/index.html#
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmallbusiness.mainstreet.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cedd.wrapup%40edd.nm.gov%7Cb6463a3ab7294da5762f08de287aaec8%7C04aa6bf4d436426fbfa404b7a70e60ff%7C0%7C0%7C638992704570420529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EmWvpO3wQaQAfEZ6NLmK9SrFHJMjoFcMR2AS4qbqKio%3D&reserved=0
https://benandjerrysfoundation.org/national-grants/
https://benandjerrysfoundation.org/national-grants/
https://benandjerrysfoundation.org/national-grants/
https://connect.nm.gov/community-connect.html
https://theandersonfoundation.org/?mc_cid=2cacfe1d7c&mc_eid=d0abbefd6d


Small Business bAIsics
Amber Grants - Monthly grants
Creative Capital Artist Lab
CDFI Resource Library
Black Business Alliance of Santa Fe,
contact blackbusiness.sf@gmail.com
Native Business Roundtables (Santa Fe)
last Thursday of each month
Energy Efficiency Revolving Loan Fund
NM REAP
Energy Efficiency Assessments
How to leverage grants for your business
(podcast)

Security Assistance for Enterprises (SAFE)
Grant Rolling deadline with limited funding.

Heroes Hiring Heroes - Veterans' job fairs
April 9, 2026 – Farmington
April 15, 2026 – Alamogordo
April 22, 2026 – Roswell
April 29, 2026 – Albuquerque

Lobo Hackathon Apr 9-10

Bioscience Entrepreneurship Experience
Internship presentation Apr 10

RDC TEAM (Technology & Manufacturing) Fund
Deadline Apr 10

Small Business Success: Mastering the
Essentials Apr 18

Angel Investor Hands-on Training every Wed
from Apr 18-May 13

A Legal Guide to Patentability Versus Freedom
to Operate Apr 29 in ABQ

Albuquerque Black Business Fund Next
deadline Apr 30

RDC Microgrants Deadline May 1

Smart Money Program with AI + $5,000 mini-
grants Webinars: May 4 and Jun 1

New Mexico LEEP Fellowship Deadline May 8

OED Outdoor Rec Roundtable May 7, Aug 6,
Nov 5

WK Kellogg Foundation
Technical Assistance Gateway (TAG)
NM Grantmakers Directory
American's Job Center New Mexico
Open House Orientations every Monday
Pro Bono Legal Services for Nonprofits
The Grant Plant

RDC Tribal Grants Deadline Apr 10

Destination Forward Grant Deadline Apr 15

Rural Health Care Delivery Fund Deadline Apr
19

Hart Family Fund for Small Towns Deadline May
1

Small Community Air Service Development
Program Deadline May 4

NM Workforce Summit May 4-5

Opportunity Enterprise Grants
Commercial Development Program
Housing Development Program

Next deadline May 14

Paul Bruhn Historic Revitalization Grant
Program Eligibility questionnaire deadline Apr
15; application period May 1-Jul 10

Media Projects Deadline Jun 25

Rural Microentrepreneur Program (RMAP)
Deadline Jun 30

For ongoing and on-demand webinars, or to search for events in your area, visit us at
edd.newmexico.gov/events

Visit our YouTube channel to view previously recorded EDD webinars:
www.youtube.com/@newmexicoeconomicdevelopment

 
We love to hear from you!

Submit resources for the Pathfinder newsletter to Pathfinder@edd.nm.gov
List a business or community resource on our Resource Map at edd.newmexico.gov/resource-map
Add an event to our calendar at edd.newmexico.gov/events

                 
 

https://www.uschamber.com/co/small-business-ai-training
https://ambergrantsforwomen.com/all-grants/
https://creative-capital.org/artist-resources/professional-development/
https://www.ofn.org/cdfi-resource-library/
mailto:blackbusiness.sf@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/native-american-business-roundtable-city-of-santa-fe-economic-development-tickets-1979269513395?
https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/ecmd/energyefficencyrevolvingloan/
https://arrowheadcenter.nmsu.edu/program/nm_reap/
https://engrnm.nmsu.edu/eba/energy-efficiency.html
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6MauArXl51mEdSTvxQfjJe?si=JcyIN1rbSjicp3ApXsmbgA&nd=1&dlsi=6811518c42624cc6
https://santafenm.gov/economic-development/programs-initiatives/safe-santa-fe-grant-program
https://santafenm.gov/economic-development/programs-initiatives/safe-santa-fe-grant-program
https://www.dws.state.nm.us/HeroesHiringHeroes
https://innovations.unm.edu/program-activities/lobo-hackathon/
https://www.nmbioscience.org/what-we-do/workforce-development/
https://www.nmbioscience.org/what-we-do/workforce-development/
https://www.rdcnm.org/team-fund
https://www.score.org/kansascity/event/20260418-small-business-success-mastering-essentials
https://www.score.org/kansascity/event/20260418-small-business-success-mastering-essentials
https://nmangels.com/angelclub/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-legal-guide-to-patentability-versus-freedom-to-operate-tickets-1984503144326?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-legal-guide-to-patentability-versus-freedom-to-operate-tickets-1984503144326?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
https://www.bccofnm.org/programs/albuquerque-black-business-fund
https://www.rdcnm.org/microgrant-fund
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/d29M4HciTB-9YFERQoqSdA?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/d29M4HciTB-9YFERQoqSdA?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/registration
https://nmleep.com/
https://santafenm-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/fkRjqu_nTSOzgmcRVleEOg?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/registration
https://www.wkkf.org/what-we-fund/?mc_cid=2cacfe1d7c&mc_eid=d0abbefd6d
https://tag.dfa.state.nm.us/wordpress/
https://www.groundworksnm.org/grantmakers-directory?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Open-House-Orientations-in-Santa-Fe.pdf
https://www.nnmworkforceconnection.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Open-House-Orientations-in-Santa-Fe.pdf
https://www.pilnet.org/opportunities-for-lawyers/
https://www.thegrantplantnm.com/upcoming-grants/
https://www.rdcnm.org/tribal-grant
https://www.newmexico.org/industry/work-together/grants/destination-forward/
https://www.hca.nm.gov/primary-care-council/rural-health-care-delivery-fund/
https://savingplaces.org/hart-family-fund
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/361384
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/361384
https://events.ringcentral.com/events/2026-new-mexico-workforce-summit
https://www.nmfinance.com/opportunity-enterprise-fund/
https://www.nmfinance.com/opportunity-enterprise-housing-development-revolving-fund/
https://www.cstones.org/paul-bruhn-regrants
https://www.cstones.org/paul-bruhn-regrants
https://www.neh.gov/program/media-projects
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/361374
https://edd.newmexico.gov/events/
http://www.youtube.com/@newmexicoeconomicdevelopment
mailto:pathfinder@edd.nm.gov
https://edd.newmexico.gov/resource-map/
https://edd.newmexico.gov/events/
https://edd.newmexico.gov/business-development/jedi/
https://edd.newmexico.gov/business-development/jedi/
mailto:edd.info@edd.nm.gov
mailto:edd.info@edd.nm.gov
https://www.facebook.com/NMCreativeIndustriesDivision/
https://www.facebook.com/NMCreativeIndustriesDivision/
https://www.instagram.com/nmcreativediv
https://www.instagram.com/nmcreativediv
https://www.youtube.com/user/NewMexicoMainStreet
https://www.youtube.com/user/NewMexicoMainStreet
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nm-outdoor-rec/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nm-outdoor-rec/
https://x.com/NMFilmOffice
https://x.com/NMFilmOffice
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